NEWS

HAURAKI HERALD, APRIL 1, 2011 5

Breakfast takes on nation’s best

SUNNY SIDE
UP: Guests at
Waihi Beach
Lodge with
owners Ali
Lawn and
Greg Whyte,
back left,
after enjoying
one of New
Zealand's
“‘best
brekkies to
wake up for”.

By JILL CLEAVE

Bed and breakfast owners Greg
Whyte and Ali Lawn have been
recognised for serving up healthy,
tasty and memorable breakfasts
to their international visitors.

Mr Whyte and Ms Lawn,
owners of the Waihi Beach Lodge,
have been named finalists in the
2011 New Zealand Hotel Club
Awards in the Best Brekkies to
Wake Up For category.

The couple opened the lodge in
2005, after converting a holiday
home for the new facility.

“My kids thought I was having a
mid-life erisis but it is the best
move I have made,” Mr Whyte
said.

The lodge has a four star plus
Qualmark rating and has been
assessed and awarded a Silver
Enviro Award for sustainability.

Mr Whyte puts the quality of
breakfasts down to the fact they
use fresh local produce and use
any fruits and vegetables that are
in season.

Where they serve breakfast is
also part of the appeal.

“We serve breakfast on the top
deck of the lodge which has
amazing views of the ocean and
our beautiful clean green country-
side.

“As most of our guests are from
overseas, many from European
countries, they love it,” he said.

Mr Whyte said another secret
ingredient to a winning breakfast
was Ms Lawn’s muffins.

“Her recipe has been emailed all
over the world — we even give each
of our guests a gift of muffins as
they leave.”

Mr Whyte also makes his own
chutneys, jams and marmalade
and said the guests really wanted
the Kiwi experience “and we try to
give it to them”.

Breakfast menu choices at the
lodge include four cereals, includ-
ing Ali’s home made muesli, fresh
fruit, home made muffins, bacon,
eggs, sausages, tomatoes and
home made  jams and
marmalades.

Do we need our libraries?

By KAROLINE TUCKEY

The role of libraries in the infor-
mation age was discussed at a Hau-
raki District Council meeting on
Wednesday.

During debate on a proposal for
three new or expanded libraries in
the district, councillor Toby Adams
said public opinion among younger
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puters providing popular free inter-
net access as well as racks of CDs
and DVDs were reasons the distriet’s
libraries were currently so cramped,
councillor Julie Bubb said. “They’ve
started to burst at the seams.”
Mayor John Tregidga said he had
been staggered to see the proportion
of young people using the libraries
after feedback from a recent council




